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Dear Dancers of EDS ,

Although just a few classes have been given | can’t
seem to remember the time when no classes were
given. Almost everyday when | go to bed | am still
dancing in my head, it's becoming a habit. A nice
one, indeed! The start of the season was different
than other years, because this time there was more
for me than the dancing classes. Some day in the
summer | was asked to join the board of EDS.
Naturally, | agreed. At that time | didn’t know what
was coming. Now | do, and I like it!

In the summer we started preparing right away to
present to our dancers a great year. And now, the
dancing season has just been started, yet lots of
activities have already been organized. Even
before the first dancing class, the first dance-eve
has been organized, which also attracted some
new dancers. Two more dance-eves have been
organized already. The latter one was a great
success and had a Halloween theme. Our
members were dancing in a spooky atmosphere on
spooky music.

Furthermore, a few of our dancers dared to
participate in the European Tournament for
Dancing Students (ETDS), | won't tell to much now
because a lovely piece is written further on in this
Danseur. What | can tell you, it was great! So, to all
of you, participate in the next ETDS! You won't
regret it!

But that's not all folks. A trip to Holiday on
Ice was a great hit among our members.
Moreover, the vyearly Introduction Day
organized by our board member Marissa
and the activities committee has been a
lovely day. A mixed group of dancers;
male/female, bronze/silver/gold have had a
great day which started with a Flamengo
workshop. Next to that volleyball has been
played passionately. A dinner at a Tapas
restaurant completed the afternoon
program. The day was not over yet, the
nightlife of Rotterdam has been tested by
our members! | enjoyed myself very much,
and | think that | speak for everyone by
saying so.

As you can read above, a lot of activities
have been organized yet, and there is
much more to come! Take pleasure in
reading this first Danseur.

I wish you all a striking dancing season!
Enjoy yourself, | certainly will!

Kind Regards,
Rick Brakenhoff

Chairman of the Erasmus Dance Society
2008/2009

Introduction of the board 2008/2009

The chairman: Rick Brakenhoff

A new dancing
season has already
started, the first steps
have already been
taken. It will be a
wonderful year at
EDS!

Let me introduce
myself. My name is
Rick Brakenhoff, | am
23 years old and
graduated at the
Erasmus University. |
have studied
Business Administration at the Rotterdam School of
Management. | chose Marketing Management for
my Master degree. This summer | started with my
first job (a traineeship) at Facilicom. Facilicom is a
large Dutch facility services company in the field of
securities, catering and cleaning. My first job is at
Schiphol Airport. It is fantastic, my office is directly
at the starting lane. It is hard to stay focussed ;).

The upcoming year | will fulfii the position of
chairman at EDS. | have danced for six years, |
have danced one year at EDS. Besides ballroom
dancing, | took classes special latin (salsa,
merengue). Therefore, | enjoy it very much to be a
part of the board of EDS this year. Together with
the other members of the board, | am convinced
that this year will be a year which we will not forget.
We will provide you with lots of new figures in the
dancing classes and next to that we will be a
sociable society with lots of activities!

Everything is in place to make it a beautiful year!



See you at the dancing classes or at one of the
many activities!

The secretary: Laura Zwaan

This space in the

Danseur is meant to

introduce myself, so |

will start off right now.

My name is Laura and |

am 19 years old. At the

moment | am in my

second vyear of the

International Business

Administration

programme and | am

really enjoying it. Next

year | have the

possibility to go on an

exchange for approximately four months and | am
really looking forward to that.

This brings me to one of my favourites in life,
namely travelling. | love to explore new cities,
nations and cultures and therefore | love the IBA
programme so much as | have the possibility to be
really international. However, | can also enjoy
myself when being in The Netherlands. A great
passion of mine is horse riding. | am so blessed
with having one of my own, so you can find me at
the riding school approximately 5 days a week.
Furthermore | love to spend time with my friends.
Going to the cinema, eating out somewhere or
dancing at a great party... | do like it all!

Besides travelling, horse riding and partying | have
another favourite, which is DANCING! Last year |
came to EDS as | did not like the other dancing
school where | took a Bronze class. | immediately
liked the whole atmosphere. The board was really
friendly and put a lot of effort in both the lessons
and the activities. | was also surprised to see that

there were more guys than girls in the
Bronze class. Eventually Raymond
became my dancing partner and it is still
going great.

| decided to join the board of 2008/2009 in
May as | wanted to become a part of such
a great dancing association. It is also a lot
of fun as Raymond is in the board, as well
as one of my best friends Marissa. Rick
made the board complete and now we are
a close group which is eager to get the
best out of EDS.

This year | am the secretary of EDS. Last
year Wendy did a great job in keeping in
contact with all the members and this
inspired me to become a secretary myself.
This year | want to provide you with all the
up-to-date information about EDS and | am
available to answer all questions from your
side. Furthermore | hope we will have a
great dancing season all together!

The Treasurer: Raymond Segers

The authors

of the
danseur
asked the

whole board
to introduce

themselves.
So the next
article will be
about the
treasurer. I
am Raymond
Segers and
24 years old.
| am studying Business Administration and
have reached the final part of this course,

the master Marketing Management. Before, | have
studied Business Engineering and have done a
premaster program at Erasmus University. In the
weekends | do have a job as a dealer in Holland
Casino Scheveningen and together with my
roommate | have an event company, SaRa
Producties. When | still have some time left | spend
it with my girlfriend or | am training for a death
men’s walk.

Laura, the secretary, and | are dancing for one year
and are dancing the silver program now. Last year,
| was the treasurer of the gala committee and
therefore the board thought I would be a nice
treasurer for the board this year. At the ETDS in
Kiel last may we had some discussion about the
board for this year and there the former board have
triggered me to join them. After | was convinced to
join the board | had to persuade Laura, but she said
she would like it and now we are both in the board.

| do like dancing very much. It is a way to express
myself and it is very sportive also. As | said | have
danced the ETDS last year and | will dance the
upcoming ETDS in Kaiserslautern. These events
are a nice way to show your moves to al lot of other
people and in spite that we did not do a great job it
was a lot of fun and | would recommend anyone to
join the next NTDS or ETDS.

That is me in half a page. That remains me to
wishes you the best this dancing year.

The head of committees: Marissa Groenewegen

Here also a short introduction of me

My name is Marissa Groenewegen and | am 20
years old. | am in my second year of International
Business Administration and | really like it! The
international part of my study is really great, next
year we have the opportunity to go on exchange
which will be a fun experience!



Besides studying,
there is of course
lots of time left for
all kinds of fun
things. One of my
biggest hobbies is
dancing, which |
really love to do! |
have done a lot of
different dances
before, from
classical ballet,
modern to jazz and
now also ballroom
dancing :)
Besides dancing, |
love to spend time with my friends; just chatting,
going out for dinner, watching a movie and partying!

Last year, Laura already told me lots of fun stories
about EDS which brought me to the idea of starting
ballroom dancing here. When she said she would
join the board and EDS was still looking for board
members, | was immediately enthusiastic. After
hearing even more stories, | decided to join the
board of EDS as well. Even though it might be a bit
strange being in the board while just starting
ballroom dancing, it is absolutely great! We have a
great board with which | am sure | will have a great
year of fun in which we will organise lots of events
for EDS. And of course, as head of the committees
| would encourage all of you to join these activities
as it is lots of fun!!!

| wish you all a great year of dancing and | hope to
see you soon on one of the many activities!

BOARD 2008/2009

Interview with Miranda van den Broek

How long have you been dancing?

| started classical ballet when | was 9 year old. |
liked this so much that | decided to do classical
ballet on the Tilburg conservatorium after primary
school. | did an entrance test, but | wasn't taken
because of my feet; my parents gave me flat feet...

My parents thought ballroom dancing should be a
part of my life experience and therefore when | was
16 years old, my brother and | took dancing lessons.
This was at ‘Voeten in Den Bosch'. | absolutely
loved it and because of that | took all ballroom
dancing courses and also some summer courses
such as Rock ‘n Roll, Tap, Old dances and ‘That's
entertainment’. This included studying and
performing a choreography with a group on music
from the musical Cats for example.

In the second year of my study ‘Japankunde’ at the
Erasmus University Rotterdam, EDS was founded
and | immediately joined this association. The first
three years | assisted (I was also a board member
for two years), but after that | started teaching.
Meanwhile | took some lessons in Argentinean
tango, | danced ballroom-competitions (my partner
and | became the number one in the Netherlands of
our level) and | went to Sweden and San Francisco
for Lindy Hop lessons. Of course | also do Salsa
dancing and last year | took some street dance
lessons as well. By the way, do not forget the Polka
and the Charleston, with which | even organized a
performance during the ‘Museumnacht’ in the
Maritiem Museum. So you may understand:
dancing is my biggest passion! So how long have |
been dancing yet (to keep the answer short): for
sure more than 25 years



Why dancing or teaching at EDS?

When | started studying in Rotterdam, | really
wanted to continue dancing. In my first year | tried
to find a dancing partner at dancing school ‘De
Klerk’, unfortunately this didn't work out. In my
second year | ran into a poster of EDS and |
immediately went to the first lessons of advanced. It
was a coincidence that 1 complete pair, 2 separate
men and 2 separate women (all of the same level)
were present. We, together with the teacher and
founder Erwin van Donk, then immediately founded
a formation team of three pairs, completely with
dancing dresses and smoking’s. We were busy with
it all the time and we did a lot of performances.
During the second and third year | joined the board
as a PR-functionary. In the fourth year the teachers
decided to quit and therefore | started to give all the
dancing lessons (3 evenings a week). And | haven't
stopped teaching ever since...

Why | teach at EDS is fairly simple: | love teaching
people how to dance and to make them
enthusiastic about dancing. Besides that it is great
to enjoy dancing all together and to have a nice
group of people who organize fun (dance) activities.

What are you doing besides dancing (hobbies,
work, and study)?

Dancing is my greatest hobby, that's for sure. But
besides that | also love being creative, reading,
movies, music and skating.

When talking about study | first studied
‘Japankunde’ at the EUR and after that | studied
‘Communicatiewetenschap’ at the UVA

(Amsterdam). | also did an interior styling education
in Amsterdam. After my time studying | spend 7
years working at Robeco as an information web
editor and also 2 year as a communication
employee at the Maritiem Museum. Since 2.5 years
I work as a communication adviser at the
‘Gemeente Rotterdam’.

What is the most positive and most
negative part of teaching?

The most negative part is the effort you
have to put in making people enthusiastic
about the technical side of dancing.
Attention for your hold and your technique
is not the most exciting part of dancing, but
it is very important for dancing in a good
and fun way.

The most positive part of teaching is to see
people getting enthusiastic about dancing.
For example, it is really exciting to see
someone from the Bronze level struggling
with its steps during the first lesson, but to
see him/her dancing around perfectly after
24 lessons. A few years ago an American
Lindy Hop-teacher (80 years old) said the
following: “When you are dancing, you
don’'t need drugs, because dancing can
really make you high!” And for sure she is
right!

What is your favourite dance?

That is a very difficult question for me: |
like them all! But if | really have to choose |
would say in Ballroom my favourite dance
is the English waltz and in Latin it is the
Rumba. However, | am glad that | do not
have to choose! ;-)

ETDS

Hollywood stars from Rrrrottterdamm!

And there he was: a cool white limousine-buss.
Arranged to carry six true stars (Laura & Raymond,
Sarina & George and Rick & Suzanne) to
Kaiserslautern, the place-to-be for ballroom
dancers. In the suitcases: gala-clothes, tons of
make-up, charming dancing shoes, and, of course:
huge sunglasses and scarves to protect the stars
against annoying paparazzi photographers. Goal of
the trip: the European Tournament for Dancing
Students, in which the stars of Rrrotttterdamm (in
the accent of Rotterdam) were ready to rock ‘n roll!

A full week of preparation was necessary on
beforehand though. The limousine-buss had to be
washed, just like the dancing shoes. Probably all of
the three girls had stress about ‘what to wear’.
Dancing steps were rehearsed the whole week. But
of course: the main goal was having a nice and
cosy weekend in the South of Germany...

The fun already started in the buss, although not for
all. The six hours of driving were long enough to
tease Rick with his huge suitcase, and when this
became boring we started about his possible
connection with Polish ladies (I don’t quite
remember how we came to that). We stopped the
teasing when we made a stop in Germany to enjoy
the real German food. The food in the restaurant



had to be heated by microwave, so we were not so
pleased. Fortunately, arriving in Kaiserslautern
contained a VIP-treatment for us. We slept in one
of the nicest gym halls available, including gym
attributes like footballs and Skippy balls. Especially
the Skippy ball was attractive for certain people
among us (I won't mention names). When we
started to annoy the whole sleeping hall, we
decided to focus our energy on another nice thing
to do: dancing! And so we danced the whole night,
just to warm-up for the tournament the following
morning.

The organisation had decorated the gym-hall
(another one than the sleeping halls) beautifully, it
was almost not visible that the main function of the
hall was to exercise. The actual dance floor was in
the middle, with the deejay and the speaker on the
background. Around the dance floor there were
tables arranged per team. This was also the place
where we had breakfast and dinner.

Next morning: awful! I admit it has never been my
talent to get up early morning, but Sarina was really
persistent in waking me... | think more people had
the same problem, but strange enough we were
right in time for having breakfast (weird, huh?).
Immediately after that we had to dance for the
gualification round. For me, this was all new, so let
me explain the newcomers at EDS how these
tournaments normally go. In the qualification for
ballroom, people are assigned to either of three
groups: Amateurs, Masters or Professionals. Then
the first round is taken for the Amateurs, Masters
and Professionals (in that order), followed by the
results and the start of the second round. This gave
us the opportunity to see some great dancers from
all over Europe in action after our own dance-trial.
Next day this rhythm is repeated for the Latin. As
expected, we were assigned to the Amateurs Class
in both the Latin and the ballroom.

Of course, such a tournament is not all
about competition. In the evenings there
were nice things arranged for us, and this
year's programme was all about
‘Hollywood’. The guys liked the Bollywood-
girls on Saturday (I wonder why), and the
next day two very young couples showed
their amazing dancing skills. To suppress
our jealousy we could dance the whole
night once again. This time, we were sick
of all the people asking for signatures, so
we went undercover. That means: the big
sunglasses, training suit, and a hat. In the
middle of dressed up people...yeah | think
it was a little strange ;).

Besides all the dancing, we had some time
to have dinner in one of the restaurants in
Kaiserslautern on Saturday. After such a
long day in the same environment, this
was a good way to spend some time in the
evening.

To get up the second morning was even
more horrible than the first one, and even
after the shower everybody still felt like a
mummy. On top of that, the organisation
decided to give us a bad time in being very
strict about the clothing regulations. The
result was that Laura had to get back to
the sleeping hall to change her outfit, while

the tournament almost started. To be in time,
Raymond drove the limousine-buss to the sleeping
hall. Our limousine-buss was making more over-
hours anyway, since we were to lazy to walk from
the sleeping hall to the tournament hall. But luckily,
we were all in time to dance our Latin.

The dress-issue certainly helped Laura and her
partner Raymond to reach the second round of the
Latin. Also, Rick and me reached the semi-final in
the ballroom. But too be honest, it was not this that
made our weekend so great. It was about the fun
we had, the genius way we irritated the rest of the
participants and our day full of dancing. It was the
‘gabber’-dance of Sarina and Raymond (yes, prove
is on tape), the limbo-dance of George, and the
hilaaarious inside-jokes we made, that gave this
weekend a real ‘Hollywood-glance’. This is what
makes it one wonderful weekend to never forget.

Suzanne
Holiday on ice

Who has ever
invented this great
show on ice?
Beautiful  clothes,
cool moves and
recognizable music
always make this
kind of show
spectacular!  The
story is different
each time and
experiencing  this
with such a fun
group made it a
great night out!

Everyone can agree that this is a great activity for
EDS as we also love to dance as much as the
dancers of Holiday on Ice. However, | do think we



dance much better on dancing shoes than on
skates... | suggest let's all try it once with a big
group of people! Seriously, if you see those people
gliding over the ice and doing all those great moves,
amazing!! Often people applaud, but sometimes
things go wrong. Then you can hear people say ‘ah’
or ‘oe’, because we people are so compassionate.

This year, it was my 3™ year in a row going to
Holiday on ice with EDS. And the fun thing is, the
group is getting bigger and bigger. Nineteen people
of EDS sitting together in two big rows makes it
such a lot of fun!

We came for the show, but the idea that some of
the skaters would fall is secretly also a bit fun...
There was even one member of EDS who likes
‘wist je datjes’ so much that he thought of the idea
of breaking the ice so the skaters would fall. That
would have been a great story to telll On the other
hand, that would not have been very nice, don’t you
think Rikkert?

It was a fun night which we continued with a drink
in the Irish pub. For the people who didn’'t come to
this activity, please sign up for the next one
because it is lots of fun!

Anja
Spooky Halloween Dance eve

Halloween is a holiday in
the United States and it is
becoming more popular
every year in the
Netherlands. And you
know, EDS is a popular
society! So we decided to
give our dance eve the
theme Halloween! It's a
lovely theme for people
who like to dress up and

have a lot of fun. If | am not mistaken, the
real ‘death’ (Magere Hein in Dutch) has
been present at the dance eve. The dress
code of this eve was black, which lead to a
very mysterious atmosphere. Some of our
dancers combined the black with some
pumpkin orange.

Our activities committee planned this night
elaborately. A great deal of work has been
put in to decorating the dancing hall and
with a great result, the hall was turned into
a spooky castle, filled with spider webs
and several spiders. Moreover, the walls
were decorated with all kinds of finery of
battles and pumpkins. The music has been
adjusted to the theme as well, which made
the dance eve even more special.
Therefore, | would like to hand out a big
compliment to the activities committee for
organizing such a beautiful eve!

Check the photo’s at
erasmusdancesociety.hyves.nl
See you at the next activity of EDS!

Rick

Introduction day

On the 25™ of October this year’s Introduction Day
took place. Although all activities are important, this
Introduction day is the first real opportunity for old
and new members to meet each other. This day is
also representative for the kind of activities EDS
likes to organize.

At 13:30h everyone met each other at the sports
building of the Erasmus University. This was
already a nice opportunity to have an informal chat
with people you don’t know. After that it was time
for the Flamingo class. One teacher and two
assistants showed us the basics of this Spanish
dance and this turned out to be a lot of fun.

We were divided into three groups and we
practiced a whole three minute dance step by step.
This included a lot of tapping as well as a lot of
practice for your wrist by turning it continuously.

The class was ended with a freestyle dance in
which the gentlemen were invited to ask one of the
ladies to do a Flamingo dance with them. This led
to a lot of improvisation, but also a lot of fun.

After this dancing class it was time for a sports
activity: Volleyball! Raymond (the treasurer) gave a



short introduction and after that we were divided
again into three teams and we had a competition.
Michele took care of the music and we played
volleyball for two hours. Of course playing in teams
is a great way to meet your fellow members of EDS!

At 17:30h everyone was a bit tired of being active
and a lot of people were also getting hungry. This
was no problem at all as we went to
Eendrachtsplein for a nice dinner. This suited
perfectly with the Flamingo class as we ate Tapas!

Spanish meat, Tortilla, Calamaris... it was all on the
menu. The dinner was a great place to relax and to
get to know the other people better. After a nice
desert and a cup of coffee everyone was reloaded
and ready to go out to town.

The location was chosen very fast: Sorbonne!
Almost the whole group joined and we had a nice
couple of drinks. We actually claimed the Sorbonne
by asking for an English Waltz number and a lot of
EDS members turned Sorbonne into a ballroom
dancing hall. Some other visitors of Sorbonne were
frightened by the great dancing of EDS and left, but
a lot of people were happily surprised with this shift
in music.

At 23:00h however there was the important
choice: party all night long or going to bed.
Of course there were some people who
had to work or study the next morning, so
they wisely decided to go home. However
there were still a lot of people who joined
in the real partying.

As you may have already noticed: dancing
bonds people! This was also the case this
Saturday evening. Bronze, Silver, Gold,
Advanced, boy, girl... It didn't matter:
everyone was having a great time together.
Of course this was a big compliment for
the activity committee who succeeded in
connecting the members of EDS.

Anyway, next morning | could look back to
a great day of well organized activities,
new friendships and of course a lot of FUN!

Laura

Upcoming Events

Dancing Awareness Workshop

Dancing is listening to music, listening to your own
body and having a connection with your dancing
partner.

Therefore EDS
organizes

in dancing
awareness as an
addition to the regular
lessons.

The first workshop will

be especially targeted

at the posture of the

body (both when

standing still and in
movement) and balance. The second workshop will
be more about musicality, improvisation and the
contact with the dancing partner.

The target of the workshops is to bring the methods
learned into practice during the ballroom dancing
so that you will be dancing with more confidence,
easiness and pleasure!

To get the best out of the workshop we would like
to ask you to bring the following with you:

-A to lie on
- or
- Easy clothes

(without heels)



Data:
- from to

- from to
(you can only attend this workshop if you have
attended the first one)

Place: (in the C-building)
Costs :
We hope to see you all at these special workshops!

Dancing Evening ‘Sinterklaas’

Like the last dancing evening also this time there
will be a theme... ‘Sinterklaas’. As it is almost the
5" of December, it is time to get in the ‘Sinterklaas’
mood so a great opportunity to have such a fun
dancing evening!! On the evening you will have the
opportunity to practice your dancing steps, meet
other people from EDS and have a fun night out!!

The Dancing evening will be on the 27" of October,
from 20:00 in the L-building. And for sure it will be
as much fun as the last dance eve.

Hope to see you all on the 27"!1!

Weense Wals Workshop

On 15 December the ‘Weens Wals’ workshop will
take place. As we do not have time to cover this
dance during the regular lessons, a special evening
will take place to learn the members of EDS this
great waltz. However, as a certain proficiency in
dancing is required, the workshop is only
accessible for dancers from the Silver, Gold and
Advanced level.

On the other hand, if you are from the
Bronze level and you are really interested
in learning this Waltz, you can go to
Miranda as she thinks some people from
the Bronze level are able to participate in
this workshop.

We are looking forward to another great
evening of dancing!

Christmas ball

Time flies, Christmas time is coming and of
course there should be a Christmas ball!!
A great chance to dress up in that beautiful
dress or suit which has been lying in your
closet for ages or it is time to go

shopping :).

On 17 December EDS will organise a
Christmas ball in a fabulous place in
Schiedam. We hope you are all able to
come, because it will be a great event!!!

Date: 17 December
Place: hall Beatrix in Schiedam
Cost: 5euro

EDS is looking for Committee members!!

If you would like to become active within EDS, you
canlll We have the activity committee which
organises different activities besides the dancing
lessons. If you are very creative, you can help in
the danseur committee. The danseur is our society
magazine which will be published a few times per
year.

And we have the gala committee which organises
our yearly gala. If you would like more information
about becoming active, please ask one of the board
members. They will be happy to help you.

EDS hyves

On erasmusdancesociety.hyves.nl, you can find all
upcoming activities, you can check out the other
members of EDS and pictures of the activities will
be posted here. So where are you waiting for, add
the EDS hyves to your list as well!!



Strictly come dancing

Everywhere but in England this amazing show is
called ‘Dancing with the stars’. It is great
entertainment during these cold winter days and of
course it is always very good to see other people
dancing. It is a great way to learn!

Strictly Come Dancing (BBC1):

- On Saturdays: times change (somewhere
between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.).

- Results show: Sundays around 9 p.m.

Strictly Come Dancing, It takes two (BBC2):
- Each working day from 7:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Check the website for more information:
www.bbc.co.uk/strictlycomedancing

AGENDA |
'13 November Workshop Dancing Awareness |
.20 November ~ Workshop Dancing Awareness |
127 November Dancing evening ‘Sinterklaas’ |
18/9 December  Last dancing lesson before

! Winter break

115 December ‘Weense Wals’ workshop

17 December  Christmas ball

119/20 January  First dancing lesson after Winter
: break

Contact

Erasmus Dance Society
Lich. Vorm. - Postvak 14
Burg. Oudlaan 50

3062 PA Rotterdam

www.erasmusdancesociety.nl
bestuur@erasmusdancesociety.nl



