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Dear members of EDS,
Best wishes to all of you!

Now the holiday season is over and you all had the
opportunity to rest a little bit, another half year of
fun at EDS is ready to start! But, let’'s start with a
review of some activities we undertook in the past
few months.

Next to a ‘Sinterklaas’ dancing eve, with a visit of
Sinterklaas himself(!!), two dancing awareness
workshops have been organized. Lots of members
joined these activities. Nevertheless, the highlight
of the first half of the season has been the
Christmas Ball. Our members all dressed up very
nicely for this event. A stunning ballroom has been
found in Schiedam and we danced the night away!
During the ball the ‘Weense’ Waltz (which was
learned a few days before the Christmas Ball) could
be practiced. Pictures can be found on the Hyves
site of the Erasmus Dance Society.

The future lies ahead of us, let’'s see what is in it for
us; The second half has started with a dancing eve
on the 14™ of January. This gave everyone the
opportunity to practice before the start of the
classes. The next competition is coming soon as
well. The NTDS (National Tournament for Dancing
Students) will be held in Eindhoven on the 14" and
15™ of February. | invite you all to subscribe to this
tournament (more information on the website), and
show what we have learned already! All levels will
be presented, so there is always a chance to win!

Besides that | am looking forward to our
Gala evening. The Gala committee has
already been formed and is brainstorming
to present a wonderful Gala evening to you!

Oh, before | forget it, EDS will start a
Speed class for the bronze level on the
22th of January . So if you have a brother,
sister, friend or just someone you know
who wants to learn the basics steps of the
several dances, tell them to come by on
the 22th of January.

Enjoy reading this second edition of the
Danseur.

All the good for the second half of the
season!

Kind Regards,
Rick Brakenhoff

Chairman of the Erasmus Dance Society
2008/2009

Workshop dancing awareness

In the beginning | was sceptical about the workshop
dancing awareness. | thought it would be vague.
Well, when |
finished the
workshop | still
think it was a bit
vague, but |
have learned a
lot about myself
and the
combination of
me and dancing.
With 24 dancers
we started this
workshop  with

: ; lying on the
ground. Just relaxing on your own towel
somewhere in a classroom in the C building.
Closed eyes and zzz.... But just before we were
sleeping we learned how to sit, stand and walk, just
like a child. But this all with a lot of consciousness
about our body.

We started to walk with our partner and all women
had to close their eyes. Now they had to follow
what was very difficult for a couple of women (no
names...) and men had to take the lead. It were
some special steps at the start so the women could
get some confidence about their partners. After that
we have danced a Cha Cha and a Slow Wals.
Again the women had to close their eyes. | have
tried to close my own eyes and dance a Cha Cha,
but | have to admit it was very difficult. The contact
between me and my partner Laura did improve and
she followed much better than when we started this
workshop. Probably we will try this sometimes in
the regular classes, so when a couple is dancing
the wrong way, it could be us.

Raymond



Dancing evening ‘Sinterklaas’

The last dancing eve
on the 27" of
November was very
nice. The theme of
this evening was
‘Sinterklaas’.  Every
year he comes from
Spain to the
Netherlands to give
the children who have
been nice presents.
Through all those
years he became a
very popular man in
the Netherlands.
During the dance eve a lot op people danced and
members from different levels met each other.
Beautiful decoration, pepernoten and a lot op
people made everyone very happy. Especially the
Sinterklaas songs got us in a real ‘Sinterklaas’
mood.

But it wouldn’t be a real ‘Sinterklaas evening’ if he
did not visit EDS. Luckily he didn't pass the
university, so everyone was surprised with a visit
from Sinterklaas and Zwarte Piet. Some people
even got to sit on Sinterklaas’ lap. He knew all the
good and the bad things about us, which was very
funny and made us know much more about each
other. Hopefully he will visit us next year again, so
be good this year!

Michele
Christmas Ball

All | want for Christmas is... The EDS Christmas
balll On the 17" of December the time had come; a
lot of EDS members came to Schiedam to
celebrate Christmas together. Like every year the

Christmas ball is something special:
decorations, food, alcoholic drinks and
Christmas 7, -

music
make the
evening
different
from a
normal
dancing
evening.

When you entered ‘Zaal Beatrix’ you
walked through the decorated hallway
which leaded you to the ball room. There

the board was ready to give you a corsage.

Of course the corsage is really beautiful
itself, but this time it also had a function:
depending on your level you got a corsage
with Bronze, Silver or Gold details on it.
This gave people the opportunity to start
an informal chat with EDS members
unfamiliar to them. However, it also
enabled people to dance with members
from others levels. Iris from the Bronze
level already said at the beginning of the
ball that she would love to dance with
someone from a higher level, and that is
where EDS let dreams come true...

Furthermore the room was decorated with all kinds
of Christmas decorations to bring you already in the
Christmas mood. Another surprise was the wooden
floor. Especially for the Bronze members it must
have been special to finally dance on a wooden
floor. That is how it is supposed to be anyway!

As a board member | can only say that it was
amazing to see our members all dressed up! The
beautiful suits and magnificent dresses were
amazing to see. This gives ballroom dancing a
whole other dimension and | like it! Besides that it
was also great to see old members (non-dancing
members at the moment), new members and of
course people from all different levels dance with
each other. That is the true Christmas spirit, isn’t it?

Only 338 days until the next Christmas... (*sigh*)

Laura

dancing eve

Dancing eve?

I only remember the flugel given to
me when | entered the room. Bad
choice, that 9" bottle of Flugel. All
those different colors of light in my
head; oh wait that was the disco light.

Well, at least | practiced my steps
before the second half of the season starts,
although I think | did?!?

Alcohol beneath the age of 16, don't!

Rick



Story from our exchange student Olga

Hello. I'm Olga, from Belarus. This autumn | was
lucky to find nice ballroom and latin dance club -
Erasmus Dance Society. As | was leaving my
country as exchange student for some months, |
was missing my dancing classes. | thought that |
could not continue my dancing because of two
main reasons: firstly to find a dancing association
which would allow me to attend only for the short
period | am staying here, secondly to find a partner.
In my country, plenty of girls want to learn dancing,
but it is not true about men.

When | called some Rotterdam dancing clubs, |
was told that | had to come with a dancing partner
and | found out that there was only one hour of
dancing per week so | was upset. However, in
September the new academy year started at the
University and | decided to join EDS. The first class
started, it was a class for the silver level. But | did
not have someone to dance with and | did not know
the steps which were learned before. Also, | do not
speak Dutch (to my shame | used to say this
phrase too often). My experience in Belarusian
dancing schools showed that if you do not have a
partner you will have to dance alone for an
uncertain period of time. And if you do not know the
steps and already learned compositions, it takes
time to learn it as usual compositions include a lot
of different and sometimes quite difficult steps. But
step by step (in a literal sense) all these problems
disappeared. There is a very good rule for those
who does not have a partner — just change partner
to practice the steps so you can still understand
how to do the new steps in pairs. | was lucky with
the partners | danced with, they were so good in
leading . And | was lucky twice because | found a
partner — a thoughtful to dance, careful and sharp
one. Dear Janis, Thank you very much for the
pleasure of dancing with you (despite of your
Brussels, Sofia and other business).

It also turned out that dancing classes in
Dutch were quite understandable for me. |
have to say a big thank you to Miranda
and the people | have danced with. Now |
can see that the professionally of a
dancing school depends completely on the
trainer and the atmosphere in the group. It
seems that some people have a great

talent to teach. | mean your talent, Miranda.

Your explanation of steps seemed so
simple that there were no doubts on how
to do it (of course sometimes practicing
was a bhit difficult). Your attention to
everyone who needs your help to correctly
understand
the steps
was very
important to
me. | think
that here in
Rotterdam |
danced less
than in my
country but
managed to
understand
more about
my dancing.

Another thing that makes EDS especially a
pleasant place to dance is the friendly
atmosphere. The last dancing school |
attended in Belarus was very good, but we
used to dance so seriously that we only
tried to compete with each other. In EDS |
tried to do my best to dance just for
pleasure which you feel when dancing in
pairs. So the most important point is not to
know how good you can dance but how
good you can feel when dancing. And
every time | came back home from

dancing classes | felt great. Now | feel the same,
remembering my time with EDS.

Upcoming Events

NTDS: National Tournament for Dancing Students

The jungle fever has started!
On the 14™ and 15" of
February the annual National
Tournament  for  Dancing
Students (NTDS 2009) will
take place in Eindhoven. Every
year dancing students of
universities  throughout the
country compete for a trophy
and eternal fame!

The competition will take place on multiple levels;
starting with the Amateur level, followed by
Professionals and Masters. Everyone will dance the
six dances one time. After that the jury will classify
you in one of the above stated levels, and the
competition begins! Now | hear you think, | just
started dancing, how can | ever win? For all of you
the NTDS Committee created a Beginners level (for
dancers with minimal experience). This means that
everybody can compete at their own level and win
a prizel

Let's go back a year for a second. Last year a pair
of EDS gained the victory in the Amateur Latin level.
This year, we expect at least two pairs to gain the
victory!

Back to the future, this
year the theme of the
NTDS is Jungle. This
yields that the party on
Saturday night will be in
jungle style. The NTDS is
next to a tournament a



lovely time to party along with EDS members and
all other dancing students in the Netherlands. It's a
weekend you will remember for a long time!

Let's show the world that we are the most winsome
and likable dancing society!

Come and join the EDS jungle NTDS train!

Greetz,
The Board

What: NTDS

When: February, 14 ™ and 15"
Where: Eindhoven

Costs: €43 (including an EDS sweater)

Subscribe during the classes or by mail

A note from our sister dance association

Hey Danseur

readers!
We're one of
your sister

dance communities, SSV The Blue Toes. We offer
ballroom and salsa lessons to students in the city of
Groningen. We've been going on steady for more
than ten years, our number of members growing
each year.

Our chairwoman is Viviana van Dijk, somehow she
manages to keep the rest of us under control.
Her little brother, Quirijn is our secretary. Over here,
secretary doesn't only mean checking the
information of members, it also means baking pies
every now and then. The treasurer is Tessa van
Nunspeet; she’s almost obsessed with money, and
will find every penny that's missing. The person
who has to deal with our committees is Marije
Schillhorn van Veen, she’s the oldest member of
our board, and knows all the little facts. Last but not

least is the person who deals with contacts
outside the community and who handles
the promotion, Kelly Sprenkeling.

Our community has several committees
who are all making the community as fun
as it is. Currently, our most special
committee might be the ETDS-
organisation. This year we have the
pleasure of organising the European
Tournament for Dancing Students. This
will take place from the 29™ of May until
June 1%. It promises to be an amazing
weekend filled with dancing, dancing
demonstrations, and of course a lot of fun.
We like to invite all of you to join us for that
weekend; we promise you won't regret it.

Of course you're always welcome at our
other activities the activity committee are
organising as well. Check the agenda on
www.bluetoes.nl for dates of upcoming
dance evenings!

Best regards,

The board of SSV The Blue Toes

EDS hyves

On erasmusdancesociety.hyves.nl, you can find all
upcoming activities, you can check out the other
members of EDS and pictures of the activities will
be posted here. So where are you waiting for, add
the EDS hyves to your list as well!!

Agenda

19/20 January First lesson after Winter
break

22 January First lesson Speed Bronze

11 February NTDS practicing evening
NTDS

Technique lesson

Contact

Erasmus Dance Society
Lich. Vorm. - Postvak 14
Burg. Oudlaan 50

3062 PA Rotterdam

www.erasmusdancesociety.nl
bestuur@erasmusdancesociety.nl



