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Dancing Mates of EDS, 
 
Unfortunately a tremendous dancing season has 
almost come to an end. And it was quite a roaring 
season as well!  
We have welcomed lot’s of new dancers at EDS 
which turned out to be very active members. Next 
to that EDS was able to introduce its own clothing 
and hyves page. EDS even made a little trip abroad 
to France (or was it Engels?) for its prestigious gala. 
The gala was made to a success by the committee. 
Thanks for organizing this lovely event. 
 
Now look back on the season that almost has come 
to an end… you all have made a giant step forward 
in your dancing capacities. Mark my words, this will 
come upon the surface at the dancing test on the 
15th of May. You are more than welcome to invite 
your friends and family to see you perform you 
newly learned steps! 
 
And yet, the season doesn’t even stops there. The 
last weekend of May our hopes are set on the 
dancers who participate in the ETDS in Groningen. 
Hopefully they will equal the results set by the 
dancers participating in the NTDS in Eindhoven in 
February.  
 
There are still some activities coming up, so keep a 
close eye at the EDS newsletter and EDS websites! 
 
 
 

Expecting to see you all the 15th of May, 
 
Kind Regards from London, UK, 
 
Rick Brakenhoff 
Chairman 2008/2009 
 
 

 
 
 
NTDS 2009 “Jungle”  
On 14 and 15 February 2009 
The remembrance day of Valentine was 

cold and grey, 
ideal to spend 
inside. 25 
members of EDS 
departed to 
Eindhoven de 
Gekste. Here 
these members 
went to represent 
our society on the 

National 
Tournament of 

Dancing Students or in short NTDS. The 
preparations went well. All present EDSers had 
their fraternity sweater and the EDS Dancing Team 
had practiced well for the Jungle theme.  
 
The homework assignment was to think of a theme 
related dance. Michèle and Marissa thought of 
something nice and fun and all participants of EDS 
could join in this dance. Other dancing schools 
showed very pretty performances.  
 
One of the characteristics of the NTDS is the 
separate competition for dancers with less than a 
year of dancing experience. This makes the 
tournament interesting for the members of the 
bronze lessons. In the end 11 members of the 
bronze lessons participated in the NTDS. Because 
of a shortage of men, Vera showed that she could 
dance as a beginning man very well. Jonathan 
went blind dating with a lady of the MSDV Let’s 
Dance. This went very successful and ended in a 
third place in the Ballroom.  
 

 
 
The best performing breitensport participants were 
Michèle and George. They proceded to the semi-
finals of the Masters!. To dance the Slow Foxtrot on 



a dancing competition is quite fun, even if you have 
never danced it before.  
 
There was a swinging theme party on Saturday 
night where people could dance nicely and have a 
good time. George found out during an university 
assignment that it is not easy to be adjucator, let 
alone to allocate extra points to favourites.  
 
The sleeping place was without doubt very 
comfortable but it wasn’t used for a long time. The 
showers on the other hand were very pleasant.  
 
The Latin competition was on Sunday. Again a 
really successful Bronze pair! Marissa and Brian 
made it to the final and achieved a third place! Four 
advanced couples were qualified for the Masters 
Level and advanced to the next round. Again 
Michèle and George went to the Masters Semi 
Final. Now they could show how much they could 
learn of the Paso Doble in one day. It all went very 
nice but not good enough for a place in the finals. 
The audience was not to blame, thanks for the 
encouragement! 
 
The nice weekend was finished with a group dinner 
at a familiar bright coloured café close to  Den 
Bosch. The board showed tastefully their gratitude 
to the teamcaptain for his devotion. The group tried 
to think of a new yell to encourage EDS during a 
competition but none was found. If you know a 
good yell then discuss it with your fellow dance 
members. Maybe your yell will sound through the 
dancing hall of the next tournament.  
 
With friendly dancing greetings,  
 
George Arkesteijn 
 

 
Unfortunately our dancing teacher Miranda is 
not on this photo as she was doing a great job 
DJing at that time. 

�
Lustrum Gala 4 Happy Feet 
 
Like you probably know, EDS is not the 
only student dance society in the 
Netherlands. At the competitions like the 
NTDS and ETDS we compete with all the 
other dancing societies. Nevertheless, we 
don’t always compete against each other. 
We are ‘sisters’! This means that we keep 
each other posted on important activities. 
 
Well, there was one in Enschede (4 happy 
feet). They celebrated their 15th 
anniversary with a lustrum weekend, 
including a gala, a tournament and an 
activities day. 
 
EDS chose to visit the gala on Friday the 
17th of April. Four members of EDS 
(Jonathan, Laura, Marissa and Rick) went 
all the way to Enschede to visit the gala. 
All of them looked at their very best. It was 
a two hour drive to get there! Luckily all of 
us had a driving license, so we could 

switch. Perhaps this wasn’t the brightest idea of the 
evening (am I right Marissa and Jonathan :P). 
Nonetheless, we got there! 
 
A lovely evening, or what was left of it, was in front 
of us. It certainly was an enjoyable night, with a 
chocolate fountain and other nice things to eat. 
 
Furthermore, a demo was given by a salsa couple. 
They performed a meringue, bachata, zouk, 
mambo and a salsa! Lots of salsa songs were 
played throughout the night as well. Which were a 
lot of fun! Time flies when you are having fun, so 
the time to go home had come. 
 
All tired we drove back to Rotterdam in the middle 
of the night to return home at 5.00am! 
 
Rick Brakenhoff 
 
The feeling of tango 
 
I think it must be about four years ago when I went 
to De Parade with some friends. My friends were 
very enthousiastic about de Stille Disco (Silent 
Disco), a dancing floor where everybody had its 
own private music from a headphone. Nonetheless, 
my attention was taken by another dance floor, 
somewhere in the corner of the terrain. There they 
were, the dancing couples of Cuartito Azul: tango! 
 
Okay, maybe it is a little exaggerated if I say that I 
was totally in to this tango dancing, but one thing I 
knew for sure: I wouldn't go disco dancing for sure. 
Tango it was! I left my friends and watched the 
tango couples, but pretty soon I was also dancing. I 
didn't know any steps, but, according to the man I 
was dancing with: you should only feel and let it go. 
And then I was dancing tango. It was great! 
 
With EDS we organized a workshop Tango dancing. 
Two people from dancing school Cuartito Azul 



(here it is again) came to the L-hall at the Erasmus 
University to teach us the secrets of tango. As a 
coincidence, these teachers were old members 
EDS. During a EDS-workshop they became 
interested in the Argentinean tango. That sounded 
promising! Would we be able to catch up their 
feeling of tango? 
 
The teachers started with some random exercises 
in leading and following. Slowly these exercises 
were extended to some simple steps and figures, 
until we were able to dance a reasonable tango. 
The teachers were enthusiastic and teached us, 
despite the fact that the end of the lesson was 
already there, some more steps. They also wanted 
to show us their own level of dancing since they left 
EDS. 
The demonstration of the teachers was wonderful. 
It wasn't dancing anymore, it was flying! It was like 
a language they both spoke and of which we were 
the spectators. Attraction, fight, hate and love: all of 
those things could be discovered in their dance. 
 
To be honest with you, I can't remember anything 
of the steps we learned that evening, really. Also I 
can't remember anything of the steps I danced on 
the Parade. But maybe exactly that is what the 
people of Cuartito Azul tried to teach us: tango is 
dancing with feeling. And if you keep dancing with 
feeling, you can fly on the dancefloor, just like them. 
 
Suzanne Teeuwen 
 
EDS Gala 2009 
 
It has been over a month ago but I still remember it 
like it was yesterday, so if you were not there I 
hope you get a little glimpse of how it was. The 
scheduled dance off was at 2100 hours, Hostess 
Sarina explicitly said to be there at nine. My name 
wouldn’t be Martijn to have something happen to 
me to not make it on time. Well I just couldn’t miss 

my salsa 
lesson, can I? 
Still after 
salsa class I 
would have 
had plenty of 
time, but that 
frikkin’ bow 
tie! I even 
bought a 
‘simple’ clip-
on bow tie, to 
make it 
easier for 
myself. After 
fiddling for 

over 15 minutes I even felt more like a 
retard than usual and decided to have 
someone take a look at it once I am there. 
 
Because it was lovely weather I took a 
stroll to the renowned Engels grand café 
near Central station. It is only a 10 minute 
walk from my house to the ol’ 
Handelsgebouw, build right after the 2nd 
World War made possible by the Marshall 
plan. Fashionably late I was and on the 
first floor I hooked up with the rest of the 
gang. Where the dames were looking fine 
in their evening gowns and the gents 
smoking in their evening attire. By the way 
Eduard is the man to see to fix ones bow 
tie, after that was sorted it was time to get 
my dance agenda filled. 
 
On entry I was welcomed by the merry 
people of the Gala committee, they 
informed me on the workings of the gala 
booklet. In short, a small piece of paper on 
the wrist of the lady to write your name for 
a certain dance. That means the guys 
need to remember which lady to pick at 

that moment, 6 dances and for me 6 different ladies. 
For me quite the challenge… 
 
The band began to play an English waltz, 
Sebastiaan and Rozemarie started their beautiful 
opening dance. After seeing them I was excited 
about the moves I was yet to learn. Although it’ll 
probably will never look as smooth as them, some 
just have a nick for it. Soon after people had but a 
few minutes to fill their dance booklet and we were 
ready to start. Let’s see if I can still remember 
mine… 

1. Quickstep - Saskia (lady in white) 
2. Tango – Suzan (lady in red) 
3. English waltz – Miranda (dance teacher, 

lady in blue) 
4. Rumba – Marijke (lady in blueish purple) 
5. ChaChaCha – Soesja (lady in red) 
6. Jive – Stephanie (lady in black) 

By then everyone was sweating like crazy, there 
was no other option than to chill for a second on the 
balcony. 
 
“Listen up everybody”, Sarina said. “If you want to 
have your picture taken, than you’d better do it 
now”. The photographer was leaving shortly. So 
everybody left to have their picture taken, naturally 
one of my favourite activities so I wouldn’t want to 
miss that for the world, kuchh (excuse me). The 
results have already been distributed, so if you  
want to have a laugh lookup: 
http://www.tjuh.nl/william/eds/. 
 
“Time for the Jive competition, everyone” “Get on 
the dance floor” Sarina said, My buddy and I are 
always in for a bit of competition, so with hit the 
floor. The band started of slow, but in time kept 
going faster and faster. As I frantically moved my 
feet to keep up with the pace I resembled more and 
more like an over aged tap dancer with a Parkinson 
condition, we had no choice but to let Miranda and 
her partner take home the prize ;) ,congratz. 



 
After that impressive show, everybody partied on. 
And before I knew it the evening was coming to an 
end. In my rookie opinion, a great success. My 
thanks goes out to everyone who took the effort of 
creating this party and everyone who took the effort 
of making it a great one. That’s all folks….see you 
next year! 
 
Martijn Hartog 
 

 

 
Cultural evening on April 16th 2009 
 
Each year there is a cultural evening 
organized where all the cultural 
organizations of the Erasmus University 
will perform. This year there were several 
shows including musical performances, 
dancing shows and other performances. 
Of course EDS also gave a dance 
performance. Together with Raymond and 
Laura we would show our dancing skills.  
 
After a nice piece of music and a play, it 
was our turn to show a romantic rumba. As 
soon as we walked onto the podium we 
noticed that the floor was very slippery. 
After we were used to the floor the rumba 
went smoothly and we were happy with 
our performance. When we left the stage 
the other organizations showed some of 
their performances.  
After the break Raymond and Laura would 
show their cha-cha-cha. They were 
nervous before the start but as soon as 
they were on stage the nerves left. 
Raymond and Laura showed a beautiful 
cha-cha-cha and there was a huge 
applause.  
 
Before we would show the last dance the 
other organizations amused us with some 
very nice performances. The last dance 
that we showed was the swinging jive. It 
was a miracle that we stayed on our feet 
with this very fast dance and the slippery 
floor.  
 
After the shows everyone got a nice flower 
and we returned to our homes.  

It was a very nice evening and we recommend 
everyone to come and watch the shows on the next 
cultural evening.  
 
Greetings Sebastiaan and Rozemarie�
�
Upcoming Events 

The EDS dancing test 

This Friday it is time for the EDS Dancing Test! So 
please read this e-mail carefully so that you have 
all the information needed for this evening. 

Door open: 7 p.m. 

Start dancing test: 7:30 p.m. (Make sure that you 
are present before 7:30 p.m. so that you are ready 
to dance at 7:30 p.m.) 

End: In between 11 and 11:30 p.m. the diploma’s 
will be handed out. After that there is the ability to 
dance until 0:30 a.m.  

Clothing: No jeans! Wear something that is 
danceable and in which you feel comfortable. 

Supporters: Bring you friends and family to show 
them what you have learnt this year. There are 
more than enough seating places, so everyone is 
welcome. There is also no entrance fee for visitors! 

Address en Route:  The dancing test will take 
place in dancing centre Peter Dam in Capelle aan 
den IJssel. The address is: Wormerhoek 1. There is 
enough parking space, so you can easily come by 
car. The dancing centre is also easily reachable by 
public transportation. You just have to take the 
metro to De Terp in Capelle aan den IJssel. As 
from there you have the following possibilities: 



Route to Peter Dam: by foot from metrostation De 
Terp (approximately 10 minutes) 

Leave the metro station and walk straightforward. 
You pass the bicycle storage and you enter a big 
parking place. On the left you see a maturity home 
(De Rozenburcht). Pass the maturity home and 
take left. Then walk straightforward. You see an 
elementary school in front of you. Before the school 
you see a statue of three horse heads. Take the 
little bridge that’s in front of it (to the right). After 
bridge walk straightforward. You pass a 
playground. At the end of the playground you take 
a left. Walk until the end of the street and then take 
a right. Walk straightforward and then cross the 
street. Then take a left and walk until you see an 
Audi-dealer on your right. There take a right. You 
are now on ‘Wormerhoek’. The dancing centre is on 
the left on number 1.  

 

 

Route to Peter Dam: by bus from 
metrostation De Terp 

Take bus 31 (RET), direction Oostgaarde. 
Stop at ‘Schermerhoek’, walk towards the 
Audi-dealer. The dancing centre is right 
behind it. 

Take bus 383 (Conexxion), direction Den 
Haag. Stop at ‘Schermerhoek’, walk 
towards the Audi-dealer. The dancing 
centre is right behind it.  

Questions: For questions you can always 
e-mail to 
bestuur@erasmusdancesociety.nl. In case 
you are in trouble on the evening itself, you 
can call Laura (06-51660832). 

See you on the 15th of May! 

Regards, 

The Board 

EDS closing day 

To end the great year at EDS, we organize 
a fun finishing-day in which we come 
together and have fun! The activity 
committee is working on the program at 
the moment, so information about the 6th 
of June will follow soon!! 

Tennis and Barbeque 

Did you think the EDS season is over? Not 
at all! We are going to organize activities 

and dancing evening also after the dancing test.  

On the 12th of July we organize the yearly tennis 
and BBQ. We invite you to come to The Hague to 
have a nice and hopefully sunny day together (but 
even if we are treated with the Dutch whether all 
the activities can continue). 

The day will start at 12:30h with a tennis lesson. So 
even people who have never played tennis before 
do not have an excuse to miss this nice EDS day. 
After the lesson we have the whole afternoon to 
play tennis with all EDS members. 

After all this exercise we will be ready for a nice 
barbeque which will take place in the same building 
as the tennis games. After dinner we can spend the 
rest of the evening enjoying what we do best: 
dancing! 

The costs for the whole day are 15 euro (including 
tennis, BBQ and dancing). You can sign yourself up 
via bestuur@erasmusdancesociety.nl 

We hope to see you all!  

Dancing evenings 

For those who can't get enough of dancing and 
would like to continue dancing during the summer 
break, EDS organizes two fun summer-dancing 
eves. To keep everyone in the summer holiday 
feeling, the themes will be holiday-destinations. So 
enjoy a little summer eve 'abroad' at the dancing 
eve of EDS!!! More information about location, date 
and time will follow! 

 

 



Competition! 

As you may have already heard during the ETDS 
and NTDS each dancing association has its own 
yell. We have already tried to come up with one, 
but we did not come any further than “Rotterdam, 
voor niemand bang!”. We got a lot of reactions from 
other teams about the difficulty in clearly hearing 
this yell when screamed in a group.  

Therefore we now ask you to come up with the 
clearest, outstanding or funniest yell ever! The 
winner receives an EDS sweater! Send all you 
yell’s to bestuur@erasmusdancesociety.nl 

EDS is… (this is what our members said) 

…The way to dance your life (Pieter) 

… Tha bomb 

… A good dating service 

… On fire 

… Better than chocolate 

… The best excuse for study avoiding behavior 

EDS hyves 
 
On erasmusdancesociety.hyves.nl, you can find all 
upcoming activities, you can check out the other 
members of EDS and pictures of the activities will 
be posted here. So where are you waiting for, add 
the EDS hyves to your list as well!!  
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Agenda 
 
15 May Dancing test 
 
29 May -1 June ETDS 
 
6 June EDS closing day 

(information will 
follow soon) 

 
12 July Tennis & BBQ 
 
 
 
Contact 
 
Erasmus Dance Society 
Lich. Vorm. - Postvak 14 
Burg. Oudlaan 50 
3062 PA Rotterdam 
 
www.erasmusdancesociety.nl 
bestuur@erasmusdancesociety.nl 
 


